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This year Dovecotes TMO commissioned an 

estate survey to be delivered to all 

residents living on the estate. 

Unfortunately, due to the recent outbreak 

of coronavirus we have been forced to 

postpone our plans. We would however 

like to reassure our residents that this 

project will go ahead once it is deemed safe 

to do so.  

We want your help in designing our 

services and where we should spend our 

surpluses in the future. Please keep a look 

out for your survey that will be posted 

through your door this summer 



Dovecotes TMO manages approximately 770 tenancies on behalf of the City of 

Wolverhampton Council. Nationally, we are facing unprecedented times as a result of the 

recent global pandemic of COVID-19 (coronavirus). Many of our tenants could find 

themselves on the frontline of the financial crisis, in precarious jobs in retail or hospitality 

industries experiencing a reduction or sudden loss of income.  

A hardship fund is available to alleviate some of the problems associated with extreme 

indebtedness associated with the effects of COVID-19. A total £20,000 has been 

apportioned from TMO allowances to the fund. Access to the fund will be allocated on a 

need basis throughout the financial year 01/04/2020 – 31/03/2021 or until such time that 

the fund is exhausted.  

Do I qualify? 

The fund is available to all tenants of Dovecotes Tenant Management Organisation. 

Members of the TMO who live in the private rented sector or hold a tenancy with a 

registered social landlord are not eligible for the fund. 

Tenants who receive universal credit as an allowance to supplement their earnings are 

eligible to apply for this fund. The fund is available to tenants who experience a loss in 

earnings as a result of COVID-19. 

How can I apply? 

Applications to the fund are available online and at the local housing office. The application 

must be completed by the tenant, if the tenant is unable to complete an application a 

nominated person who holds a ‘power of attorney’ may complete the form on their behalf. 

In instances where a tenant has been hospitalised for a period of time a retrospective 

application can be made. 

How much can I claim? 

Tenants will be permitted to one application per household. Following the decision to 

award funding a maximum payment of 4 weeks rent will be paid direct to the rent account 

on the last working day of the month that the application was considered. No cash 

payments will be made and there is no right to appeal as the fund is a voluntary 

arrangement offered by Dovecotes TMO. 

 

If you are concerned about rent or are in financial crisis please contact 

the TMO office on 01902 552780 for a confidential chat with one of our 

team. 



Joan Curtis, Chair of Dovecotes TMO has lived on the estate since 1979. She 

began her activism in tenant involvement as one of the founding members of 

Pendeford Tenants and Residents Association in the 1990’s.  

‘I suppose working together and being part of a group was something I was born into. I was one of 15 

children living in a 2-up 2-down terrace house in Dublin. I recall my childhood very fondly, my sisters 

and I plaguing our brothers and the fun we had playing at our gran’s farm. I would milk the cows and 

churn the butter for hours. When I returned home my mum would have cooked a stone of potatoes 

some vegetables and a bit of meat. I still don’t know how she managed in that little kitchen with so 

many mouths to feed. 

In 1975 I came to England and was living in a private rented property on the Cannock Road with my 

husband and two children. We received a letter from the council offering us a 3-bedroom house on the 

estate. Back in 1979 when we came to look at the house in Long Furrow, it was still being built but I 

instantly knew it was the right place for my family.  

The estate in the 70’s and 80’s was very different to how it is now. At first there were no shops, over 

time as the estate grew in size, shops and stalls started to pop up.  

I spent many evenings in the Dovecotes pub where I ran the lady’s darts team. We had some fun. A 

women’s team in a men’s league! We sure showed those chaps that Dovecotes girls were not to be 

underestimated.   

There was nothing on the estate for kids in the late 80’s. Having two young children myself and 

understanding how difficult it was to find activities for them to keep them active I helped form the 

Dovecotes Action Group. We would run swimming sessions, disco’s and football events for the 

children from the estate. The Dovecote Wanderers’ made up of boys from the estate regularly played 

in tournaments, some of them still live on the estate now.  

As time went on, we grew and evolved. In the 90’s I helped form the Tenant & Residents Association 

and then the TMO in 2006. It’s not always been easy; we have had to fight for everything and to this 

day we still do.  

I truly believe in community, people working together to achieve something special. I have a lot to give 

and, over the years have been privileged to attend numerous training events and network with lots of 

other TMO’s from all over the country. I have laughed, cried and been pleasantly surprised by how 

Dovecotes TMO and our colleagues have championed the tenants voice and changed estates for the 

better.  

Over the past year and months going forward we have lots planned for our community. I look forward 

to continuing to bring opportunities and experiences to everyone living at Dovecotes’.  

 

 



Unfortunately our Easter Event has been cancelled.  

To keep up to date with any changes to our events please visit 

www.dovecotestmo.com or Facebook @dovecotestmo  

We would like to wish all our tenants and residents a Happy Easter 



 

Tickets 

on sale 

soon 


